
Seminary High School General Music Course Syllabus 

Teacher: Sean Owens 

Email: sowens@covingtoncountyschools.org 

 

Course Description: 

General Music is designed to guide students through understanding music by exploring 

how music began and developed throughout history and how music is used in various 

cultures around the world. 

 

Required Materials: 

● One inch binder with page dividers. 

● Pencil or black pen to complete assignments, other colors are not acceptable. 

 

Grading: 

1. Assignments (Bell work, class worksheets/notes & listening examples) 10% 

2. Minor (Quizzes & collection of notes by categories) 30% 

3. Major (Test) 60% 

Timeline: 

Semester 1  Semester 2 

Week 1: School and Class Rules  

Week 2: Elements of Music 

Week 3: Instruments & Musical Ensembles 

Week 4: Ancient Music 

Week 5: Middle Ages 

Week 6: Renaissance 

Week 7: Baroque Music 

Week 8: Classical Music 

Week 9: Semester Review & Mid-term Test 

Week 1: Romantic Period 

Week 2: Early 20th Century Music 

Week 3: Late 20th Century & Modern Music 

Week 4: Music of Africa 

Week 5: Music of Asia 

Week 6: Music of Europe 

Week 7: Music of Latin America 

Week 8: Music of the United States 

Week 9: Semester Review & Final Exam 

 

 



Mississippi College & Career Readiness: Arts Learning Standards for Music 

MU: Cr3.2.C.I  

Share creative musical work that conveys intent, demonstrates craftsmanship, and exhibits originality. 

A. Share music through the use of notation, performance, or technology, and demonstrate how the 

elements of music have been employed to realize expressive intent. 

B. Describe the given context and performance medium for presenting personal works, and how they 

impact the final composition and presentation. 

MU: Pr4.1.C.I 

Select varied musical works to present based on interest, knowledge, and context. 

A. Identify and select specific excerpts, passages, or sections in musical works that express a 

personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms.  

MU: Pr4.2.C.I 

Analyze the structure and context of varied musical works. 

A. Analyze how the elements of music (including form) of selected works relate to style and mood.  

MU: Re7.1.C.I 

Choose music appropriate for a specific purpose or context.  

A. Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a personal experience, mood, visual 

image, or storyline in simple forms. 

MU: Re7.2.C.I 

Analyze how the structure and context of varied musical works inform the response.  

A. Analyze aurally the elements of music of musical works, relating them to style, mood, and context, 

and describe how the analysis provides models for personal growth as a listener.  

MU: Re8.1.C.I 

Support interpretations of musical works that reflect creators’ /performers’ expressive intent. 

A. Develop and explain interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an understanding of the 

composers’ intent by citing technical and expressive aspects as well as the style/genre of each 

work.  

MU: Re9.1.C.I 

Support evaluations of musical works and performances based on analysis, interpretation, and established 

criteria. 

A. Describe the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected music and 

performances, demonstrating understanding of fundamentals of music theory. 

B. Describe the way(s) in which critiquing others’ work and receiving feedback from others can be 

applied in the personal creative process.  

MU: Cn10.0.C.I 

a. Embedded within: MU: Cr3.2.C.I, MU: Pr4.1.C.I, MU: Re8.1.C.I 

MU: Cn11.0.C.I 

a. Embedded within: MU: Pr4.2.C.I, MU: Re7.2.C.I 


